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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1. 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on September 22, 2005 has been entered. 

2. The amendment filed on September 22, 2005 has been received and entered. Claims 1, 8, 
and 10 have been cancelled. Claims 12-17 are newly added. Therefore, claims 2-7, 9, and 11-17 
are now pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 2-5, 9, and 1 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Berringer et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0181756 Al). 
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discloses wherein the computer network is the 



As to claims 3, and 13, Berringer et al. discloses 

determining whether the at least one response to at least one request from the first user is 
valid and second, at least one additional request to the first user for additional information if the 
at least one response from the first user is invalid (See pager 6, paragraph 0062). 

As to claims 4, and 14, Berringer et al. discloses 

determining whether the at least one response to the at least one request from the second 
user is valid and sending at least one additional request to the second user for additional 
information if the at least one response from the second user is invalid (See page 7, paragraph 
0081). 

As to claims 5, and 15, Berringer et al. discloses 

performing a routine determined from the selected document to provide feedback to the 
first user, the feedback determined in part by the at least one response to the at least one request 
received from the first user (See page 4, paragraph 0048). 

As to claim 9, Berringer et al. discloses a method for interactive processing of a 
document to be competed by more than one party over a computer network comprising: 
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selecting a document to be completed by more than one party (See pages 1-2, paragraph 

0014); 

providing at least one request to a first user at a first location on a computer network for 
information used to complete the document (See page 4, paragraph 0042); 

receiving at least one response to the at least one request from the first user used to 
complete the document (See page 4, paragraph 0043); 

writing information obtained from the at least one response from the first user to at least 
one digital file (See page 4, paragraph 0043); 

performing a first digital signature routine on the at least one digital file to obtain a first 
digital signature of the at least one digital file (See page 2, paragraph 003 1); 

creating a first time stamp corresponding to the time of submission of the information 
obtained from the at least one response from the first user (See page 6, paragraph 0070); 

sending the first digital signature and the first time stamp to a remote location (See page 
6, paragraphs 0071-0072); 

providing at least one request to a second user at a second location on the computer 
network for information used to complete the document (See page 4, paragraph 0046-0047); 

receiving at least one response to the at least one request from the second user used to 
complete the document (See page 4, paragraph 0046-0048); and 

writing information obtained from the at least one response from the second user to at 
least one digital file (See page 4, paragraph 0050); 

performing a second digital signature routine on the at least one digital file to obtain a 
second digital signature of the at least one digital file (See page 6, paragraph 0064, also see page 
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12, column 2, lines 39-43, wherein "second time stamp" reads on "time stamp" crated with each 
signor's signature); 

creating a second time stamp corresponding to the time of submission of the information 
obtained from the at least one response from the second user (See page 9, paragraph 0092); and 

sending the second digital signature and the second time stamp to a remote location (See 
page 4, paragraph 0044). 

As to claim 1 1, Berringer et al. discloses a system for interactive processing of a 
document comprising: 

a storage device (See page 3, paragraph 0034); 

a processor connected to the storage device and to a first and second user on a computer 
network (See page 3, paragraph 0034); 

a timing device connected to the processor (See page 12, column 1, lines 40-42); 

the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor (See page 3, paragraph 
0034); and 

the processor operative with the program to: 

send at least one request determined from a selected document to a first user at a first 
location on a computer network (See page 4, paragraph 0042); 

receive at least one response to the at least one request from the first user (See page 4, 
paragraph 0043); 

write information obtained from the at least one response from the first user to at least 
one digital file (See page 4, paragraph 0043); 
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determine a first time stamp from the timing device corresponding to the receipt of the at 
least one response to the at least one request from the first user (See page 6, paragraph 0070); 

perform a first digital signature routine on the at least one digital file to obtain a an 
original digital signature (See page 2, paragraph 0031); 

record the first time stamp and the first original digital signature associated with the at 
least one digital file in a database (See page 9, paragraphs 0092-0095); 

send at least one request determined from the selected document to a second user at a 
second location on a computer network (See page 6, paragraphs 0071-0072); 

receive at least one response to the at least one request from the second user (See page 4, 
paragraph 0043); and 

write information obtained from the at least one response from the second user to at least 
one digital file (See page 4, paragraph 0050); 

determine a second time stamp from the timing device corresponding to the receipt of the 
at least one response to the at least one request from the second user (See page 6, paragraph 
0064, also see page 12, column 2, lines 39-43, wherein "second time stamp" reads on "time 
stamp" crated with each signer's signature); 

perform a second digital signature routine on the at. least one digital file to obtain an 
original digital signature (See page 6, paragraph 0064, also see page 12, column 2, lines 39-43, 
wherein "second time stamp" reads on "time stamp" crated with each signor's signature); and 

record second time stamp and second original digital signature associated with the at least 
one digital file in the database (See page 4, paragraph 0044, also see page 9, paragraphs 0092- 
0093). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 6-7, and 16-17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-7, 9, and 1 1-17 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

* Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Slater et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,796,489 B2) teaches digital signature between two parties. 
Carter (U.S. Patent No. 5,787,175) teaches collaborative document control. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 571-272-4074. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5: 30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Neveen Abel-Jalil 
December 8, 2005 




